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POSE SF 'ARTIME PRACTICES 
Edition of December 1, 1948 

OSD Declassification/Release Instructions on File 

ML# third revision of the Cod© of Wartime Practice# for the American 
Pr«« « Is based on experience of the Office <tf Censorship and of the Press 
•incte the original billon was Issued on January 15* 1942. 

All requests of th© Code apply to advertising natter, news letters* 
corporation and business reports* letters to the editor* personal and 
society news (which often discloses ail it ary or diplomatic movements or 
identity restricted heroin)* and commentators and columnists who deal 
both with news and circulated reports* 

the Code does ao limit speculation or opinion. But use of any de- 
vice of *s eculatton* o disclose restricted Information presents a hazard 
to voiuataxy censorship. 

the basic facts of voluntary press censorship remain unchanged. The 
first of these facts is that the onto one of the war is a matter of vital 
•eraonel concern to the future of every American oitlsen. The second is 
that the security of our armed forces and even of our homes and our liberties 
will be weakened in greater or less degree by every disclosure rf informa- 
tion which will help the en«sy. 

If every member of eve y news staff and contributing writer will keep 
these two facts constantly in mind, end then will follow the dictates of 
oesmaon sense, he will be able to answer for himself many of the questions 
which might otherwise trouble him. In othor words* a maximum of accomplish- 
meat will be attained if editors will ask themselves with r epect to any 
given detail, "Is this informs ti on I would like to h ve if I were the enaegr f" 
and then act accordingly, 

The result of such a process will hardly represent "Business as usual* 
on the new# desks of the country. On the contrary, it will mean some 
sacrifice of the journalistic enterprise of ordinary times. But it will not 
mean a news or editorial black-out. It is the hope sad expectation cf the 
Office of Censorship that the columns of American- publications will remain 
the freest in the world, and will toll the story of our national successes and 
shortcoming* accurately and in much detail. 

The hi-hly gratifying response of the press proves hat it understands 
the eed for temporary saorlfioe, and is prepared to inake that sacrifice in 
the spirit of the President's assurance that such curtailment as may bo 
necessary will be administered "in harmony with the best interests of our free 
institutions," 

Below is a summary covering specific problems. Obviously it is im- 
possible to anticipate ©very conceivable contingency. The Office of Cen- 
sorship will make special requests fro time to time covering individual 
situations in order to round out this outline of publications* practices 
which the Government feels are desirable for the effeobive prosecution of 
the war, and the security of American citisens. 

Special attention is directed to the fact that all of the requests in 
the summary arc modified by a proviso that the information listed may proper- 
ly be published when authorised by appropriate authority. Hews on all of th so 
subjects will become avail hie from Government sources ? but in war, timeliness 
is an important factor, and the Government unquestionably is in the best 
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position to decide when disclosure is timely* 

**»• specific information which asirspspors* sagas, lues* ®d all other 
mod: ia of publication aro asked not to publish sxoept whan such inforwstion 
is wade available for publication by appropriate authority* or It spe- 
cifically cleared by the Office of Censorship* falls into the following 
Olfttftttfl 


The gonnral character and raovctseats of United State* Artsy* bavy or 
Marine Corps waits* within or without the continental limit* of th* 
tJ it«d State® • their location, identity* or exact composition* equip- 
ment* or strength} destination* routes* and schedules} nsasdbly for 
mb ricatien* prospective eubarkation, or actual embarkation* Any 
such information regarding the. troops of friendly nation* on iteri an 
soil* 

Sots* Th© mtp. i#at as regard* "location'’ and "general oharsoter” 
doe* ot apply to troop* in training oaap# in continent®! Ubitnd state** 
nor to unit* assigned to domestic polio© duty* 

Special not© os unit identification* » J&ospt for troop* in training 
cmaps in the tMted State*) swnbors of the arsed fcreos shou id not be 
identified with military or am! unit* or ships* Such unit Identi- 
fies ion* aro of great value to tho eaeny* md should bo eliminated from service- 
mm*e letters* 1- tonriew** address o, and similar nows* 

Seme* of servioemou outside th© iMfced States say be published of tor 
official mmxm&m&nt of the arrival of United State# fore©# in such 
area#* without any wait or ship identification, lames of naval personnel 
ehonld act be linked with their ships unless the ship ha* been mrvuneed 
loot <r damaged by the levy* 

Possible future military operations should not bo revealed by idea* 
tifying n individual or group known for a specialised activity* 


ship mrm.mr&, wmom, wc. ■ 

the Identity* legation and movement# of United States naval or 
merchant vessel#* of neutral vessels* or vessils of nations opposing the 
Axis prnmo in any water# | the port and time of arrive! or prospective 
arrival of such vessels* car the port from which they leavei the nature 
of cargoes of such vessels* the- Identity or location of ©assy mvn or 
merchant vessel# in any waters} the Identity* ©©©safely* cr moveennfes 
of transports cr convoys} th# eeistenoe of mi*© fields or other harbor 
defenses i secret ordors cr other score i i-etruotioBS regarding lights, 
buoys* and cfehar guides to navigator a | the numbor, sic®, ohar*ot*r* 
and iooat ion of ship# In coastruotite* or advnnoo information esto t$w 
date of launchings cr oasaissioningsy th® physio*,! sot-up nr toehnicsl 
detail* cf shipyards* 

Bote* - Ibis has no r of or ©nee to tha iiovemait of merchant vossola on he 
3r®#k lakes or other shelter e inland waterways, unless specif Se in- 
stances require special ruling* 
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Mdsmsa&te of dff&nti Ms eegB&aag© afeS { m «fr MsmM m of the 
State 

ship Siam, xm&m m i»r Amoss* stc* 

ltii'ols8itf«Nft about tbQ atoldrc car fre: i*esr esuaoai of * 

or smt&aiit wasote in my «ater»* 
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